
E V E N  I F  Y O U  D O N ' T  H A V E
A N  E X P E N S I V E  C A M E R A

MORE INTERESTING
How to Take

Travel Photos



YOU DON'T NEED AN
EXPENSIVE DSLR
And You Don't Need to Know a

Whole Lot About Camera Settings

Unless you're trying to get a gig with
National Geographic, don't take your

photography too seriously.  With a few
simple tips, you can turn boring everyday
travel shots into interesting photography.

Oh, and there's absolutely nothing wrong
with Instagram filters.



Tip #1
Get High, Get Low

The best way to capture the feel of the
famous Jemaa El Fna in Marrakech, is to
get up high. This picture was taken while
eating dinner on an upstairs restaurant

patio.

While taking pictures of a Muay Thai fight
in Chaing Mai, Thailand - I got low and

zoomed in on the face of this young man
watching the fight from ringside



Tip #2
Capture the Daily Life of the Locals

  Don't just take a shot of a building, add
people. These fishermen behind the

Mohammed V Mosque in Casablanca make
the shot far more interesting.

There's nothing fascinating about this
 walker in Sayulita, or the dog in Athens,

but both pictures work to tell a story



Tip #3
Don't Be Afraid of Black & White

Use black & white
when there might
be too much detail
in the foreground

competing with the
Eiffel Tower

Or to add drama
to the caves at

Antelope Canyon

Black & white
with a touch of
sepia is a great

tool to denote the
historic Route 66



Tip #4
Fill the Frame

When the scene is so over-powering,
like Bryce Canyon at sunrise, then give

it the space it deserves, and fill the
entire frame with it.

A stroll through the marketplace in
Marrakesh made for some great fill-the-

frame opportunities



Tip #5
Ask Some Locals to Pose for You

 .

The people in
India are by far
the friendliest,

happiest people
I've met

anywhere

In fact, I didn't
really have to
ask - many

asked me if I
could take their

picture



Tip #6
The Tilt Shift Effect

There are several smart phone camera
apps that give you what's known as the
tilt-shift effect.  In fact, there's an iphone
app actually called Tilt-Shift. It's what

made this festival scene in Port Colborne
Canada look like lego-land.  Tilt-shift is

simply blurring a horizontal bar across 1/4
of the top and 1/4 of the bottom of your

picture.  The trick to make this effect more
powerful is to shoot from above, looking

down on the scene.



Tip #7
Don't Underestimate the Power of a

Straight Horizon

Nothing screams amateur louder than a
crooked horizon.  Take the time to use a
straightening tool either in-camera or in
photoshop to get that Toronto skyline

nice and straight.



Tip #8
Break Some Rules

All photography books talk about the
Rule of Thirds - where your point of

interest falls on an imaginary line either
1/3 across the shot or 1/3 on a vertical

scale.  This sky was far more interesting
when I threw that rule away.

One of my favourite pictures from Nepal -
shot after climbing a mountain at night and

arriving at the summit just when the sun
was coming up - shot directly into the sun.



There you have it - eight tips on
how to take more interesting

travel photos.  Now before you
get on that plane, take your

smart phone or your little point-
and-shoot out and PLAY.

For more travel tips visit me at www.meonatrip.com


